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with Anders after their success in 2 Pianos 4 
Hands last year. “I thought, let’s do it sim-
ply, as he would have wanted it performed.” 

The production itself is anything but 
simple. There are two upright pianos for 
the two men to play—in addition to their 
singing—as well as a pianist at a baby grand 
piano, a drummer, and bass player. Molly 
Bell, a Bay Area–based triple threat actress, 
singer and, dancer will join the cast. 

Danielsen, who now lives in New York 
City, likes the way A Marvelous Party reflects 
Coward’s career: “There’s an operetta feeling 
to a gorgeous ballad like ‘I’ll See You Again.’ 
There are sweeping melodies. And there are 
discoveries that are among the highlights, 
such as ‘The Coconut Girl.’”

“People may know a couple of the 
songs,” Danielsen says, “but they haven’t 
heard this material. For the most part, 
they’re ecstatic about the show.”

A Marvelous Party creates a streamlined 
but fleshed-out musical revue, with songs 
presented in their entirety, with choreogra-
phy, and with an overview of Coward’s career.

Of course, the collaborators needed—
and eventually received—permission from 
the Coward estate. “We were told we were 
the first people in 35 years allowed to cre-
ate something new,” Danielsen says.

Butler says that even a two-hour revue 
cannot show the wealth of Coward’s talent.

“He was a composer, lyricist, play-
wright, director, performer, producer, 
and filmmaker,” Butler says. “These are 
all related, but now we live in an era of 
specialization. People don’t use the term 
‘Renaissance man’ anymore.”

Butler sees Coward in the tradition of 
the English theatre’s great wits, such as 
Sheridan, Congreve, and Wilde. “Coward 
is the 20th century step on that ladder.”

“A Marvelous Party is definitely an 
entertainment, don’t get me wrong,” Butler 
says. “This show will convert the audience 
into the fans they can be, and I’m sure it 
will lift their spirits.” 

what: A Marvelous Party: The Noel 
Coward Celebration
when: May 20-June 26
where: Lesher Theatre
tickets: $39-$45
info: �(925) 943 SHOW (7469),  

or lesherartscenter.org.


